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Library Hours
Monday - Thursday, 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Friday & Saturday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

 

Indigenous People's Day

Why Columbus Day Is a Controversy

More than 500 years after Columbus "discovered" the New World — kicking off
centuries of exploration and colonization of the Americas—Christopher
Columbus is honored with a federal holiday on the second Monday of every
October. However, as historians have continued to dig into the life of
Christopher Columbus, controversy has arisen over continuing to honor the
Italian explorer as a hero.

Like many European explorers, Christopher Columbus encountered
Indigenous people throughout his voyages. There are three main sources of
controversy involving his interactions with the Indigenous people he labeled
“Indians”: the use of violence and slavery, the forced conversion of native
peoples to Christianity and the introduction of a host of new diseases that
would have dramatic long-term effects on native people in the Americas.

In an era in which the international slave trade was starting to grow, Columbus
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and his men enslaved many native inhabitants of the West Indies and
subjected them to extreme violence and brutality. On his famous first voyage in
1492, Columbus landed on an unknown Caribbean island after
an arduous three-month journey.

On his first day in the New World, he ordered six of the natives to be seized,
writing in his journal that he believed they would be good servants. Throughout
his years in the New World, Columbus enacted policies of forced labor in which
natives were put to work for the sake of profits. Later, Columbus sent
thousands of peaceful Taino “Indians” from the island of Hispaniola to Spain to
be sold. Many died en route.

Those left behind were forced to search for gold in mines and work on
plantations. Within 60 years after Columbus landed, only a few hundred of
what may have been 250,000 Taino were left on their island.

AA  ddiinnnneerr  toto  ddiiee  ffoorr......
Tickets for the library's upcoming murder
mystery dinner party are frighteningly low.
The Racine Public Library invites you to
join us amongst the dusty tomes and cob-
webbed periodicals for a chilling night of
murder, mystery and a good old-
fashioned whodunit. 

Guests, now's an excuse to don your best
flapper dresses and zoot suits. Enter to
find the library transformed into a haunted
mansion. Start off with a cocktail (beer
and wine) and hor d'oeuvres reception
with the actors starring in tonight's show.
Until the show starts, you can browse the
silent auction and purchase raffle tickets
from the bar. Dinner and the show
commence at 7 p.m., with dessert to
follow.

A cash bar will be available throughout the evening. The bar will accept cards
as well. All proceeds will benefit the Racine Public Library Foundation.

Purchase a Ticket ($50/person)

Purchase a Table ($250/six people)
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What to read next?
 

BookPage Magazine

Stay in the know on the newest must-read
books. BookPage is a discovery tool for
readers, highlighting the newest and most
highly recommended books across all genres
in a monthly magazine issue.

This month's issue features creepy reads for
Halloween season. Free copies are available
in the library's first-floor lobby.

• • • • •

Spooky Season Reads

"The Death of Jane Lawrence" by
Caitlin Starling

"Odd Thomas" by Dean Koontz

"The Shining" by Stephen King

"A Heart Shaped Box" by Joe Hill

"The Silence of the Lambs" by Thomas Harris

Book Recommendations by
PR & Marketing Assistant Julia H.

 

Things to Do at the Library

🏳🌈🏳🌈 National Coming Out Day 🏳🌈🏳🌈



• • • • •

• • • • •

🤖🤖 Maker Monday 🤖🤖

Explore the Innovation Lab every
month with the help of the Racine
Public Library's digital services and
innovation team. They'll show you
how to 3D print, laser engrave, use
virtual reality headsets, or even get
started with coding and robotics.
Gaming systems are also set up for
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you to play.

Maker Monday is open to all ages.
Come learn something new!

Innovation Lab Events

Innovation Lab Services

 
• • • • •

September and October Calendar

Never miss a thing at the Racine Public Library. There's always something
exciting happening, from crafts to computer classes and history presentations
to Pokémon Club. Take a look, and you're sure to find something fun to do.

Click here for the digital calendar, or you can grab a physical copy from the
library building or the Bookmobile.

• • • • •

Settle in for a Storytime

Monday:
*Ruff Readers | 4 p.m.

Tuesday:  
Lap-Sit Storytime | 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Tales | 10 a.m.
*Ruff Readers | 4 p.m. 

Wednesday:
Family Storytime | 10 a.m.
*Ruff Readers | 4 p.m.
Bedtime Stories & Songs | 6 p.m.

Thursday:
Musical Family Storytime | 10 a.m.
*Ruff Readers | 4 p.m.

Friday:
*Ruff Readers | 4 p.m.

*Please call the library to book your slot.

https://lsls-rsci-cep.bc.sirsidynix.net/events/month/?tribe_eventcategory%5B0%5D=17
https://lsls-rsci-cep.bc.sirsidynix.net/events/month/?tribe_eventcategory%5B0%5D=17
http://racinelibrary.info/innovation-lab
http://racinelibrary.info/innovation-lab
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FLbGDmFe9dZ8n3ooIMcy2oIN3DDEyaHc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FLbGDmFe9dZ8n3ooIMcy2oIN3DDEyaHc/view?usp=sharing


• • • • •
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Library Links
 

Donate Shop

Website Calendar Catalog

Blog Apps Contact Us
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