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Using fake news for good, er, evil



Johnathan @Antifascistl9 + 8h

Bade choices have deep consequences #

She chose to be a Nazi.
Choices have consequences.
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This i1s disgusting. Now the far left advocates domestic violence #PunchNazis




Our plan

u Fake news Is hot hew

u Whatisn and 1S not n
fake news?

u The threat fake news
pDOSes

u The inevitability n and
recent rise n of fake
news

u First Amendment
u Technology
u Human nature

u Combating fake news
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Fake news IS not new

u Yellow journalism emerged in late 19 ™ century

u Joseph Pulitzer was a pioneer $50,000 REWARDWHO DESTROYED THE MAINE?-$50,000 REWARD

EDITION FOR GREATER NEW YORK

u Blamed by some for Spanish - IZ== NEWYORK JOURNAL

NEW YORK, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 18
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Radio Listeners in Panic,
Taking War Drama as Fact

Many Flee Homes to Escape ‘Gas Raid From
Mars’—Phone Calls Swamp Police at
Broadcast of Wells Fantasy

A wave of mass hysteria scized
thousands of radio listenors
throughout the nation between 8:15
and 9:30 o'clock last night when a
roadcast of a dramatization of
. G, Wells's fantasy, ‘“The War
of the Worlds,”” led thousands to
believe that an interplanctary con-
fct had started with invading
Martiang spreading wide death and

and radio stations here and in other
cities of the United States and Can-
ada secking advice on protective
measures against the raids,

The program was produced by Mr.
Welles and the Mercury Theatre on
the Air over station WABC and
the Columbia Broadcasting Sys-
tom'’s coast-to-coast network, from
8 to 9 o'clock.
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What is fake news? Many things!

u Mass-distributed content that deliberately
disinforms with the intent to gain politically
or financially

u May exaggerate some truthful element
u May selectively omit information
u May generate patently false information



What fake news Is not

uFake news | Disconcer't
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PRES ELECT TRUMP: DISGRACEFUL THAT INTEL BREAKING NEWS
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What fake news Is not

u Fake n &eglgence

MEDIA

At CNN, Retracted Story Leaves an Elite Reporting Team Bruised
00000 [ (=
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But | CCENGENNRe [ | Cc kye

Donald J. Trump e snaldTrumo - 2h
| worked hard with Bill Ford to keep the Lincoln plant in Kentucky. |

owed it to the great State of Kentucky for their confidence in mel

Donald J. Trump realDonaldTrump - 3h

Just got a call from my friend Bill Ford, Chairman of Ford, who advised
me that he will be keeping the Lincoln plant in Kentucky - no Mexico

u The factory, though, was never slated to close: It was going to
move Lincoln MKC SUV production to Mexico, but increase
production of the Ford Escape



Side note: It Is not just politics

Bloomberg Businessweek f N

B August 29, 2017, 4:00 AM CDT

Medical Journals Have a Fake News
Problem

With help from drug companies, Omics International is making millions as it roils the
sclentific community with sketchy publications.
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Claire Wardle (firstdraftnews.com)

u Devel ops typol ogy for organ
contento

u Key feature Is degree of intended deception
u Not all fake news Is created equal



Satire / Misleading Imposter Fabricated

Parody Content Content Content
False False Manipulated
Connection Context Content
Less More

Deceptive Deceptive
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Satire/Parody

u No Intention to harm, but has potential to fool

u Example: Late -night sketches of 2016 election and Trump
presidency
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False Connection

u Sometimes a headline, visual, or caption i often the

only thing we read n does not support the content of
the piece

Air pollution now leading cause
of lung cancer

AlR. pollution has been named as the leading cause of lung cancer, the World Health
Organisation's cancer agency said.

By TOM RAWLE
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False Connection( Con ¢ d

u Dr Kurt Stralif: oWe now know t hat out do
only a major risk to health in general, but also a leading
environment al cause of cancer c

Air pollution now leading cause
of lung cancer

uDrJul 1 e Shar p:
pollution increases the risk of Aot e e e e 1 e oo A et s
developing lung cancer by
a small amount, other things have a much bigger effect on
our ri sk, particularly smoking.




Misleading
Content

Less More
Deceptive Deceptive



Misleading Content

u Misleading information iIs used to frame issue or individual

Us.

MELANIA TRUMP ORDERS REMOVAL OF NEAR-
u Exam p | e: 200-YEAR-OLD TREE FROM WHITE HOUSE

(® conTiNvE

'Y e
THE WHITE HOUSE PLANS TO CUT DOWN
A NEARLY 200-YEAR-OLD TREE ON THE
SOUTH LAWN
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False Context

u Genuine content is shared In a false context

uln2017,apro-Tr ump group ran a radi
special election:

oHI, my name is Autry Pruitt, a fellow
day, just like you. It may seem out of season, but all of a sudden, Democratic
politicians have started coming around again. We normally only see them

every other November, swarming around and making promises to get our

vote. But nothing ever changes for us, does it? Here's what President Barack

Obama had to say about i1t.26



False Context( Co n ¢ d

u The ad then broadcasts President Obama quoting
from hi s book, FaODtrrearm

Dreams from

0 Pl ant mlitias.Black people in the My Father
worst jobs. The worst housing. Police

brutality rampant. But when the so -called
black committeemen came around

election time, we'd all line up and vote

the straight Democratic ticket. Sell our  souls
foraChristmas t ur key . 0




False Context( Co n ¢ d
uThi s 1 s Barack Obamados

u However, he was quoting someone
else, an African American barber In

Chicago discussing
system prior to the election of its first

black mayor
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