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Fake news is not new

uYellow journalism emerged in late 19 th century

u Joseph Pulitzer was a pioneer

uBlamed by some for Spanish -

American War, McKinley 

assassination, among other 

events
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What is fake news? Many things!

uMass-distributed content that deliberately

disinforms with the intent to gain politically 

or financially

uMay exaggerate some truthful element

uMay selectively omit information

uMay generate patently false information



What fake news is not

uFake news Í Disconcerting content

uòIf I donõt like it, itõs fake ó



What fake news is not

uFake news Í Negligence



But it can be trickyé.

uThe factory, though, was never slated to close: It was going to 

move Lincoln MKC SUV production to Mexico, but increase 

production of the Ford Escape



Side note: It is not just politics



Claire Wardle (firstdraftnews.com)

u Develops typology for organizing òproblematic 

contentó

u Key feature is degree of intended deception

uNot all fake news is created equal
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Satire/Parody

u No intention to harm, but has potential to fool

u Example: Late -night sketches of 2016 election and Trump 

presidency
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False Connection

uSometimes a headline, visual, or caption ñoften the 

only thing we read ñdoes not support the content of 

the piece



False Connection ( Conõd)

uDr Kurt Straif: òWe now know that outdoor air pollution is not 

only a major risk to health in general, but also a leading 

environmental cause of cancer deaths.ó

uDr Julie Sharp: òAlthough air 

pollution increases the risk of 

developing lung cancer by 

a small amount, other things have a much bigger effect on 

our risk, particularly smoking.ó
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Misleading Content

uMisleading information is used to frame issue or individual

uExample:
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False Context

uGenuine content is shared in a false context

uIn 2017, a pro -Trump group ran a radio ad in Georgiaõs 

special election:

òHi, my name is Autry Pruitt, a fellow black American working hard every 

day, just like you. It may seem out of season, but all of a sudden, Democratic 

politicians have started coming around again. We normally only see them 

every other November, swarming around and making promises to get our 

vote. But nothing ever changes for us, does it? Here's what President Barack 

Obama had to say about it.ó



False Context ( Conõd)

uThe ad then broadcasts President Obama quoting 
from his book, òDreams Of My Father:ó

òPlantation politics. Black people in the 
worst jobs. The worst housing. Police 
brutality rampant. But when the so -called 
black committeemen came around 
election time, we'd all line up and vote 
the straight Democratic ticket. Sell our souls
for a Christmas turkey.ó



False Context ( Conõd)

uThis is Barack Obamaõs voice reading from his book

uHowever, he was quoting someone 

else, an African American barber in 

Chicago discussing the cityõs political 

system prior to the election of its first 

black mayor




