
COLONIAL PERIOD 
Equiano, Olaudah, 1745-1797.  921 EQ51   
The interesting narrative of the life of Olaudah Equiano  (1789) 
 
ANTEBELLUM LIVES 
 
Douglass, Frederick, 1818-1895  921 D748DN 
Narrative of the life of Frederick Douglass, an American slave 
(1845) 
 
The Civitas anthology of African American slave narratives: 
The history of Mary Prince, a West Indian slave, related to 
herself, to which is added , the narrative of Asa-Asa, a captured 
African (1831) -- The confessions of Nat Turner, the leader of 
the late insurrection in Southhampton, Va., as fully and 
voluntarily made to Thomas R. Gray (1831) -- Narrative of the 
life of Frederick Douglass, an American slave, written by himself 
(1845) -- Narrative of William W. Brown, an American slave 
written by himself (1849) -- Narrative of the life and adventures 
of Henry Bibb, an American slave, writtten by himself (1849) -- 
Running a thousand miles for freedom, or, The escape of 
William and Ellen Craft from slavery (1860) -- Incidents in the life 
of a slave girl, written by herself. Harriet  A. Jacobs (1861).     
973.0496 C499 
 
Bibb, Henry, 1815-1854   921 B47B 
The life and adventures of Henry Bibb : an American slave 
(1849) 
 
Keckley, Elizabeth, 1818-1907.  921 K236K 
Behind the scenes, or, Thirty years a slave and four years in the 
White House (1868) 
 
Hughes, Louis, 1832-1913?  921 H874H 
Thirty years a slave : the autobiography of Louis Hughes : from 
bondage to freedom : the institution of slavery as seen on the 
plantation in the home of the planter (1897) 
 
Blight, David W.    973.7 B618S 
A Slave no more: two men who escaped to freedom: including 
their own narratives of emancipation.  John Washington (1838–
1918) and Wallace Turnage (1846–1916)  (2007)  
 
CIVIL WAR AND ITS AFTERMATH 
 
Freedom's journey : African American voices of the Civil War 
 973.7 F875 
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Payne, Daniel Alexander, 1811-1893. 921 P292P 
Recollections of seventy years  (1888) 
 
Douglass, Frederick, 1818-1895  921 D748DL 
Life and times of Frederick Douglass: his early life as a slave, 
his escape from bondage, and his complete history, written by 
himself. (rev.1892) 
 
Washington, Booker T.,  1856-1915 

921 W276WU & 921 W276W 
Up from slavery : an autobiography  (1901) 
 
Flipper, Henry Ossian (1856-1940)  

921 F648F; later edition at 355.0092 F648B 
Negro Frontiersman, the Western Memoirs of Henry O. Flipper, 
first Negro graduate of West Point  (1963) 
 
Well-Barnett, Ida B, 1862-1931  921 W4646W 
The Memphis diary of Ida B. Wells  (1995) 
 
EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY 
 
Du Bois, W. E. B. (William Edward Burghardt), 1868-1963.  

921 D852DA  
The autobiography of W.E.B. DuBois : a soliloquy on viewing  
my life from the last decade of its first century  (1963) 
 
Handy, W. C. (William Christopher), 1873-1958  921 H192H 
Father of the blues, an autobiography  (1941) 
 
Robeson, Paul, 1898-1976     
The undiscovered Paul Robeson : an artist's journey,  
1898-1939  (2001)     921 R549RU 
Here I stand (1958)      921 R549RH 
Paul Robeson speaks : writings, speeches, interviews, 1918-
1974 (1978)  921 R549R 
 
Hughes, Langston, 1902-1967  921 H8738H2 
I wonder as I wander: an autobiographical journey (1956) 
 
Hurston, Zora Neale, 1903-1960  921 H946H 
... Dust tracks on a road, an autobiography (1942) 
 
Tarry, Ellen, 1906-   921 T177T 
The third door; the autobiography of an American Negro  
woman (1955) 
 
 



Wright, Richard, 1908-1960  921 W935W2 
Black boy, a record of childhood and youth (1945) 
 
Dunham, Katherine, 1909-2006  921 D92D  
A touch of innocence  (1959) 
 
Holiday, Billie, 1915-1959  921 H717H 
Lady sings the blues (1956) 
 
MID-CENTURY AND THE CIVIL RIGHTS ERA 
 
Bragg, Janet Harmon, 1907-1993 639.1309 B73BS 
Soaring above setbacks : the autobiography of Janet Harmon 
Bragg, 
African American aviator  (1996) 
 
Jackson, Mahalia, 1911-1972  921 J136J 
Movin' on up (1966) 
 
Robinson, Jackie, 1919-1972  796.357 R563R 
First class citizenship : the civil rights letters of Jackie Robinson  
(1946-1972; c2007)  
 
Walker, Margaret, 1915-1998  975.00396 W153O 
On being female, black and free: essays,1932-1992 (1997) 
 
Brooke, Edward William, 1919-  921 B7904B   
Bridging the divide:  my life (2007) 
 
Davis, Ossie, 1917-2005,  and Ruby Dee, 1924-  

792.028 D296W 
With Ossie and Ruby : in this life together (1998) 
 
Murray, Albert, 1916-   921 M961M 
South to a very old place (1971) 
 
Johnson, John H. (John Harold), 1918-2005    

070.5 J633J 
Succeeding against the odds   (1989) 
 
Baker, Vernon J., 1919-   940.5481 B178L 
Lasting valor  (1999) 
 
Robinson, Eddie, 1919-2007  796.332 R5615R 
Never before, never again : the stirring autobiography of Eddie 
Robinson, the winningest coach in the history of college football  
(1999) 
 
Robinson, John Roosevelt (Jackie), 1919-1972 

796.357 R563I 
I never had it made : an autobiography  (1992) 
 
 

X, Malcolm, 1925-1965   921 X1X 
The autobiography of Malcolm X  (1965) 
 
Evers, Medgar Wiley, 1925-1963  921 EV274E 
The autobiography of Medgar Evers : a hero's life and legacy  
revealed through his writings, letters, and speeches (2005) 
 
Evers-Williams, Myrlie, 1933-             305.48896 Ev27E 
Watch me fly : what I learned on the way to becoming the 
woman I was meant to be (1999) 
 
Davis, Sammy, Jr., 1925-1990  921 D298DB 
Sammy: an autobiography: with material newly revised from  
Yes I can and Why me? (2000)  
 
Rowan, Carl Thomas, 1925-2000 070.92 R782R 
Breaking barriers : a memoir   (1991) 
 
King, Coretta Scott, 1927-2006  921 K5852KR 
My life with Martin Luther King, Jr.  (rev. 1993) 
 
Poitier, Sidney, 1927-   921 P756PM 
The measure of a man: a spiritual autobiography (2001)  
 
Guillaume, Robert, 1927-  782.028 G945G 
Guillaume: a life  (2002) 
 
Cobbs, Price M., 1928-   921 C637C   
My American life : from rage to entitlement : a memoir (2005) 
 
Thomas, Piri, 1928- 
Down these mean streets  (1967)   921 T366T 
Savior, Savior, hold my hand (1972)   301.4516 T366S 
 
Angelou, Maya, 1928- 
I know why the caged bird sings  (1970)  921 AN43AI  
Gather together in my name  (1974)   921 AN43AG  
Singin' and swingin' and gettin' merry like Christmas  (1976)  
921 AN43ASI   
Heart of a woman  (1982)             921 AN43AHE  
All God's children need traveling shoes (1986)  
         921 AN43AA  
A song flung up to heaven  (2002)   921 AN43AS  
 
Gordy, Berry, 1929-   781.644 G659G 
To be loved : the music, the magic, the memories of Motown : 
an autobiography (1994) 
 
Ringgold, Faith, 1930-   709.2 R473RW 
We flew over the bridge : the memoirs of Faith Ringgold   (1995) 
 
 
 



Ailey, Alvin, 1931-1989   792.8028 AI52A 
Revelations: the autobiography of Alvin Ailey  (1994) 
 
Petersen, Frank E., 1932-  940.5449 P442I 
Into the tiger's jaw : America's first Black marine aviator : the 
autobiography of Lt. Gen. Frank E. Petersen (1998) 
 
Gregory, Dick, 1932- 
Nigger : an autobiography  (1964)  921 G8623G 
Up from Nigger (1976)     921 G861GU 
Callus on my soul : a memoir (2000)   921 G861GC1 
 
Woods, Earl, 1932-           796.352 W857WOP 
Playing through : straight talk on hard work, big dream and 
adventures with Tiger (1998) 
 
Elders, M Joycelyn, 1933-  610.92 EL22E 
Jocelyn Elders, M.D.: from sharecropper's daughter to surgeon 
general of the United States of America  (1996) 
 
Evers-Williams, Myrlie, 1933-         305.48896 EV27E   
Watch me fly : what I learned on the way to becoming the 
woman I was meant to be (1999)  
 
Gaines, Ernest, 1933- Fiction (though autobiographical) 
Mozart and Leadbelly:  stories and essays (2005)   
 
Jones, Quincy, 1933-   921 J723J 
Q : the autobiography of Quincy Jones (2001) 
 
Simone, Nina, 1933-   782.42164 SI56S 
I put a spell on you : the autobiography of Nina Simone (1993) 
 
Mebane, Mary E., 1933-1992      921 M464M 
Mary, Wayfarer: An Autobiography  (1983) 
 
Lorde, Audre, 1934-1992   Fiction  

(described by the author as “biomythography”) 
Zami: a new spelling of my name  (1982) 
  
Aaron, Hank, 1934-   796.357 AA75A 
I had a hammer: the Hank Aaron story (1991) 
 
Stewart, Shelley, 1934-   921 ST4953S 
The road South : a memoir 
 
Cleaver, Eldridge, 1935-   921 C583C 
Soul on ice (1967) 
 
Jordan, Vernon E., 1935-             921 J767J 
Vernon can read! : a memoir   (2001) 
 
 

Major, Clarence, 1936-   921 M2885M 
Come by here : my mother's life (2002) 
 
Jordan, June, 1936-2002  921 J764J 
Soldier: a poet’s childhood (2000) 
 
Cochran, Johnnie L., 1937-2005  921 C6433C 
Journey to justice   (1996) 
 
Haizlip, Shirlee Taylor. 1937- 
Sweeter the Juice (1994)    929.2 T219H  
In the garden of our dreams : memoirs of a marriage (1998)  
973.0496 H127I     
  
Brown, Claude, 1937-   974.71 B812M 
Manchild in the promised land. (1965) 
 
Cosby, Bill, 1937- 
Cosbyology : essays and observations from the doctor of 
comedy (2001)     921 C823C 
I am what I ate-- and I'm frightened!!! : and other digressions 
from the doctor of comedy (2003)   

921 C823CI 
 
 
Edelman, Marian Wright, 1939-  921 ED27E 
Lanterns : a memoir of mentors (1999) 
 
Lester, Julius, 1939-   921 L567L 
On writing for children & other people  (2004) 
 
Pryor, Richard, 1940-2005  792.7028 P956PP 
Pryor convictions : and other life sentences  (1995) 
 
Moody, Anne, 1940-   921 M774M 
Coming of age in Mississippi  (1968) 
 
Lewis, John, 1940-   328.73 L587W 
Walking with the wind : a memoir of the movement  (1998) 
 
Watkins, Mel, 1940-   921 W326W 
Dancing with strangers : a memoir  (1998) 
 
Wideman, John Edgar 1941- 
Brothers and keepers (1984)   364.3 W633b 
Hoop roots (2001)    921 W633W 
 
Derricotte, Toi, 1941-   921 D448D                      
The black notebooks : an interior journey (1997) 
 
 
 



Due, Tananarive, 1966- and Due, Patricia Stephen, 1939-
 323.1196 D868F 
Freedom  in the family: a mother-daughter memoir of the fight 
for civil rights (2003) 
 
Hunter-Gault, Charlayne, 1942-  070.92 H917H   
In my place  (1992) 
 
Reagon, Bernice Johnson, 1942-  782.25 SW36R 
We who believe in freedom : Sweet Honey in the Rock-- still on 
the journey (1993) 
 
Ashe, Arthur, 1943-1993             796.342 AS35AD 
Days of grace: a memoir (1993) 
 
Brown, Cecil, 1943-   921 B812B 
Coming up down home : a memoir of a southern childhood 
(1993) 
 
McPherson, James Alan, 1943-  921 M2415M 
Crabcakes (1998) 
 
French, Albert, 1943-   921 F887F   
Patches of fire: a story of war and redemption (2005) 
 
Brown, Elaine, 1943-   921 B8125B 
A taste of power: a black woman's story (1992) 
 
Wattleton, Faye, 1943-   921 W346L 
Life on the line (1996) 
 
Jamison, Judith, 1943-   792.8028 J246J 
Dancing spirit: an autobiography (1993) 
 
Davis, Angela Yvonne, 1944-  921 D292D  
Angela Davis--an autobiography (1974) 
 
BABY BOOMERS AND BEYOND 
 
Pemberton, Gayle   305.896 P369H 
The hottest water in Chicago : on family, race, time, and 
American culture (1992) 
 
Black, Barry C.    921 B5611B 
From the Hood to the Hill: A Story of Overcoming (2006) 
 
Thomas-El, Salome   373.11 T362I 
I choose to stay : a black teacher refuses to desert the inner city 
(2003) 
 
 
 
 

Golden, Marita 
Migrations of the Heart (1983)   921 G565G 
Don't play in the sun : one woman's journey through the color 
complex (2004)     921 G565GD 
 
Taylor, Susan L., 1946-   
Lessons in living  (1995)   291.43 T218L 
In the Spirit : inspirational writings of Susan L. Taylor (1993)    
 291.43 T218I 
 
Thornton, Yvonne S., 1947-          974.9 T397d 
The ditchdigger's daughters : a Black family's astonishing 
success story  (1995)  
 
Mfume, Kweisi, 1948-   975.26 M579N 
No free ride : from the mean streets to the mainstream  (1996) 
 
Joyner, Tom, 1949-   921 J858J 
I'm just a DJ but... it makes sense to me (2005) 
 
Guinier, Lani, 1950-   323.092 G948G 
Lift every voice : turning a civil rights setback into a new vision 
of social justice (1998) 
 
Pendergrass, Teddy, 1950-  782.42164 P373P 
Truly blessed  (1998) 
 
Dove, Rita, 1952-   921 D751D 
Conversations with Rita Dove (2003) 
 
Scruggs, Afi    921 SCR75S 
Claiming kin : confronting the history of an African American 
family (2002) 
 
Stringer, Lee 
Sleepaway School:  Stories from a Boy’s Life (2004)  

921 ST864S 
Grand Central Winter: Stories from the Street (1998)  

362.50974 ST86G 
 
Staples, Brent, 1951-   921 ST273S 
Parallel Time: Growing Up in Black and White (1995) 
 
Jones, Bill T., 1952-   792.8209 J711JL 
Last night on earth  (1995) 
 
Parker, Gwendolyn M., 1950-  921 P225P 
Trespassing : my sojourn in the halls of privilege (1997) 
 
Campbell, Bebe Moore, 1950-2006  921 C152C 
Sweet Summer:  Growing Up With and Without My Dad (1989) 
 
 



Williams, Patricia J., 1951-  921 W6742W 
Open house of family, friends, food, piano lessons and the 
search for a room of my own  (2004)  
 
Carson, Ben, 1951-   617.48 C239C 
Gifted hands : the Ben Carson story (1990) 
 
Nelson, Jill, 1952-   070.92 N334N 
Volunteer slavery : my authentic Negro experience  (1993) 
 
Hooks, Bell, 1952-  
Bone Black : memories of girlhood (1996)  305.48896 H764HB 
Wounds of passion : a writing life (1997)    305.48896 H764HW 
Remembered rapture : the writer at work (1999)   
 305.48896 H764HR 
 
Payton, Walter, 1954-1999  796.332 P297P 
Never die easy: the autobiography of Walter Payton (2000) 
 
Sharpton, Al, 1954-   921 Sh24SG 
Go and tell Pharaoh : the autobiography of the Reverend Al 
Sharpton  (1996) 
 
Winfrey, Oprah, 1954-             921 W7255W 
Oprah Winfrey speaks : insight from the world's most influential 
voice  (1998) 
 
McCall, Nathan, 1955-   921 M4599M 
Makes me wanna holler: a young Black man in America (1994) 
 
Harris, E. Lynn, 1955-   921 H2408H 
What becomes of the brokenhearted: a memoir  (2003) 
 
Cary, Lorene, 1956-   372.18 C259C 
Black ice (1991) 
 
Hill, Anita, 1956-   347.7326 H55H 
Speaking truth to power  (1997) 
 
McBride, James, 1957-   921 M122M 
The color of water : a Black man's tribute to his white mother 
(1996) 
 
Fisher, Antwone Quenton, 1959-  921 F532F 
Finding Fish: a memoir  (2001) 
 
Berry, Bertice    791.45028 B459BB 
Bertice:  the world according to me  (1996) 
 
Allen, Marcus, 1960-   796.332 AL54L 
Marcus: the autobiography of Marcus Allen  (1997) 
 
 

Obama, Barack, 1961-   921 OB1O 
The audacity of hope:  thoughts on reclaiming the American 
dream (2006) 
 
Marsalis, Wynton, 1961-   788.92165 M35MJ 
Jazz in the bittersweet blues of life   (2001) 
 
King, Dexter Scott, 1961-  921 K58532K 
Growing up King : an intimate memoir of growing up King  
(2003) 
 
Shabazz, Ilyasah, 1962-   921 SH11S 
Growing up X  (2002) 
 
Jackson, Bo, 1962-   796.092 J132J 
Bo knows Bo: the autobiography of a ballplayer (1990) 
 
Joyner-Kersee, Jackie, 1962         796.42092 J858K 
A kind of grace: the autobiography of the world’s greatest 
female athlete (1997) 
 
Jones, Star, 1962-   070.92 J725J 
You have to stand for something, or you'll fall for anything 
(1998) 
 
Smiley, Tavis, 1964   921 SM449S 
What I know for sure: my story of growing up in America (2006) 
 
Datcher, Michael, 1967-   921 D262D 
Raising fences : a Black man's love story (2001) 
 
Young, Yolanda, 1968-   921 Y88Y 
On our way to beautiful : a family memoir   (2002) 
 
Pryor, Rain, 1969-   921 P956PR 
Jokes my father never taught me: life, love and loss with 
Richard Pryor (2006) 
 
Walker, Rebecca, 1969-    921 W153W 
Black, white and Jewish : autobiography of a shifting self  (2001) 
 
Bandele, Asha    921 B221B 
The Prisoner’s wife: a memoir  (1999) 
 
Tarpley, Natasha, 1971-        305.896073 T176G 
Girl in the mirror : three generations of Black women in motion 
(1998) 
 
Bettis, Jerome, 1972-   796.332 B466B 
The Bus: my life in and out of the helmet  (2007) 
 
 



Davis, Sampson, 1973-, Jenkins, George, 1973-, & Hunt, 
Rameck, 1973-      610.922 D297P 
The pact : three young men make a promise and fulfill a dream  
(2002) 
 
50 Cent, 1975-               782.421649 F466F 
From pieces to weight : once upon a time in Southside, Queens 
(2005) 
 
Mase, 1977-          782.42164 M377M 
Revelations : there's a light after the lime / Mason Betha (2001) 
 
Jasper, Kenji    921 L266J 
The House on Childress Street: A Memoir   (2005) 
 

ACROSS THE DECADES:  Life stories that spanned the 
century 

Height, Dorothy I., 1912-   921 H3632H  
Open wide the freedom gates : a memoir  (2003)  
 
O’Neil, Buck, 1911-2006   796.357 ON2O                         
I was right on time: my journey from the Negro leagues to the 
majors (1996) 
 
Davis, Benjamin O., 1912-2002    921 D293D 
Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., American : an autobiography.  (1991) 
 
Parks, Rosa, 1913-2005.    J 921 PARKS (Youth 
Services Dept) 
Rosa Parks : my story   (1992) 
 
Franklin, John Hope, 1915-  921 F8545F 
Mirror to America : the autobiography of John Hope Franklin. 
(2005) 
 
Brownlee, Les, 1915-2005  921 B8228B 
Les Brownlee : the autobiography of a pioneering African-
American journalist (2007) 
 
Dawson, George, 1898-2001  921 D324D 
Life is so good (2000) 
 
Delany, Sarah Louise, 1889-1999 929.2 D374H 
Having our say: the Delany sisters’ first 100 years (1993) 
 
Parks, Gordon, 1912-2006 
A hungry heart : a memoir (2005)   921 P2363P 
Voices in the mirror : an autobiography (1990)    
  921 P235PV 
To smile in autumn : a memoir (1979)    921 P235PT 
 

McCray, Carrie Allen, 1913-  973.0496 M137F 
Freedom's child : the life of a Confederate general's Black 
daughter (1998) 
 
Manning, Frankie, 1914-   921 M3164M 
Frankie Manning: ambassador of Lindy hop (2007) 
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